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Database Research

Accessing PHCC's Library Tools

Finding reliable sources can be a daunting task; instructors tell you to use database
sources, but understanding the research databases available to Patrick Henry Community
College students can be challenging in its own way because of how many options are
available. There are two main ways to find reference material at PHCC: one is to use the
Primo Quick Search, which is a library catalog that includes all of the library material
available to PHCC students (including research database material), and the other is to use
the Research Databases page to search specific databases for information. To access either
method, start by clicking on “Library” at the top of the PHCC homepage (patrickhenry.edu).

Primo Quick Search

To use Primo Quick Search, start at the
Library page, then click “Library
Information.” From there, either click on
“Quick Search (Primo)” under the “Quick
Look Up” section or simply type your search
string in the field that says “Search Primo
Database” above “Reference/Research
Questions.”

If you are accessing the internet from PHCC
(for example, using PHCC’s Wi-Fi or one of
the computers on campus), you should
simply be able to search. If you are on a
home internet connection or otherwise
accessing the database from off campus, you
may be required to sign in. You will also be
required to sign in if you want to request
specific materials (such as physical books to
check out). If you have to sign in, use the
same username and password that you use
to access your MyPHCC student portal
(Gmail, Canvas, etc.).

Lester
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8:00am.-5:00pm.
8:00 am. - 5:00p.m
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Closed -

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
email and chat available

Lester Library Location: 2nd floor of the
Learning Resources Center

(276) 656-0228

Lester Library Welcome Video

T T — 5
RE g Questions

Email: library@patrickhenry.edu

Phone: 276.656.0228

Chat: PHCC Library Chat and FAQ

*** Database and LibGuide News ***

{African Americans and Jim Crow, 1883-1922

{Also listed on our Databases A- Z page, Research
databases page, and on our eBook, audio, video
page

{African Americans and Reconstruction, 1865-1883
|Also listed on our Databases A-Z page, Research
Databases page. and on our eBook, audio, video
page

LibGuides and Video Tutorials.
(A List of libguides can also be accessed here)

Quick Look Up

gluickSearch(Primo) Library CataloZy

Credo Reference

Gale Virtual Reference Library
Oplin=

Help
/Ask a Librarian (chat with a Reference Librarian)
|Avoiding Plagiarism Tutorial (OER Commons)
Choosing and Using Sources: A Guide to Academic
Research (Open Textbook Library)

Once you type your search, you should see a list of search results, and each result will show
some of its catalog information such as title, author, type of source (for example, “Article”
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or “Book”), and publication information, along with a snippet of the abstract for some
sources. You can also use the tools in the upper-right of each source to see the citation,
email the source to yourself, pin the source to your source list, and access other options.

global warming X ,O

|:| Oselected PAGE1 607,759 Results ’ Save query Personalize
B ARTICLE n 2 4
i The geographical distribution of fossil fuels unused when limiting global warming
\ to2°C

McGlade, Christophe ; Ekins, Paul

England: Nature Publishing Group

Nature (London), 2015-01-08, Vol.517 (7533), p.187-190

&k . °C above the average global temperature of pre-industrial times. It has been estimated that to have at least o 50
per cent chance of keeping warming below 2... gy

i#l PEER REVIEWED

Full text available [

=i BOOK w B X

wwmse | Global warming
E‘ Natalie Goldstein Kerry Harrison Cook 1853-
=5 New York: Facts On File 2009

Online access [4

Clicking on the source thumbnail/icon to the left of a title (or clicking on “Full text
available”) will take you to the source’s availability page, which shows links to the
databases in which the source is available. If a source is marked as “Online access,” clicking
the “Online access” link will usually (but not always) take you directly to the source.

You can also use Primo Quick Search to find and request physical library resources.

Direct Database Research

Primo Quick Search is useful when you're just casting a wide net for sources (much better
than a Google search, for instance), but sometimes it can be to your benefit to simply search
one or more of the research databases directly.

Through the Lester Library, you have access to many different research databases, all of
which contain sources that are paywalled or altogether unavailable on the general web.
Many PHCC students don’t fully realize just how much research power is available right at
their fingertips.

To access the research databases, go to the PHCC homepage and click “Library,” then click
on “Research Databases.” You will see resource links for the library, and to the right of that,
a list of the most popular research databases. Most of the time, you will be able to find the
information you need in one of those most popular databases, but on the rare occasion that
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you don'’t, there is a more complete list of subject-specific databases (organized by subject)
below the “most popular” list. As with Primo Quick Search, you will have to log in (using
your MyPHCC credentials) if you're accessing the database materials from off campus.

Each database is
different, and a
detailed description
of how to use each
one is well beyond
the scope of this
resource. If you need
help with a specific
database, you should
speak with the
library staff or visit
the Writing Center.

That said, most
databases have at
least a few things in
common. There will
be a search page (the

" Searching: Academic Search Complete | Choose Databases
EBSCOhost | |
AND -
AND -
Basic Search  Advanced Search  Search History

Search Options

Search Modes and Expanders
Search modes 7

@ Boolean/Phrase

O Find all my search terms

O Find any of my search terms
(O SmartText Searching Hint

Limit your results

Full Text
O

Patrick Henry Comm
Select a Field (optional) ~ Search College & VIVA

Select a Field (optional) ~ Clear 7

Select a Field (optional) ™

Reset

Apply related words
O

Also search within the full text of the articles

O

Apply equivalent subjects

References Available

O

one shown here is from the EBSCOhost database), and although it can look intimidating at
first, it’s not much different from a Google search - you just have a lot more search options

SEARCH RESULTS

1-25 of 492 results for gun control

- I;’ Short Report | Gun Control

Date: 6/3/2021

o I;I Short Report | Gun Control

Date: 7/3/2020

Short Report | Gun Control
Date: 9/3/2019

_ Gun Violence
Date: 7/27/2018

anniversary of a 1999 mass

Deregulation

Topics: Consumer Protection and Product Liability, Crime and Law Enforcement, Regulation and

Save this search Create Topic Alert

Show: 10 25|50

... Entire Report Gun control and gun rights issues took center stage this spring, after a spate ...

Topics: Civil Rights and Civil Liberty Issues, Crime and Law Enforcement, Death Penalty

... of George Floyd, an unarmed black man, have shaken up the gun control debate. The twin crises
sparked a surge in gun sales, with the . . .

Topics: Civil Rights and Civil Liberty lssues, Crime and Law Enforcement, Death Penalty

... Entire Report As mass shootings continued to rock the nation, gun control groups and leading
Democrats stepped up their push for stricter gun control laws. . ..

Topics: Civil Rights and Civil Liberty lesues, Crime and Law Enfercement, Death Penalty

... activists in Chicago joined students across the country to rally against gun vielence on April 20, 2018, the

View as PDF
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at your disposal.

From the search page, you'll
get a list of results (like this
one from CQ Researcher) that
displays the sources - usually
paired with other information
like type, keywords, date, and
various other fields (these will
differ from one database to
another). From the list of
search results, you can
sometimes find a quick
abstract - useful for getting an
overview of the source before
reading the entire article.

Research databases are
specifically designed for
research, so they often have

Access provide
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useful tools such as the ability to bookmark and save sources, send them as emails, and add
highlights. Some of the research databases (such as Opposing Viewpoints, shown here) will

even give you the citation
you'll need to use on your
worKks cited or reference

page.

Of course, if you use a
database’s citation
generator, you should
always make sure the
citation is correct before
using it; the citations are
usually generated
automatically and aren’t
always completely right,
especially if the style
publisher (such as the
MLA, for instance) has

CITATION TOOLS

MLA 8th Edition = APA 7th Edition = Chicago 17th Edition  Harvard

Abraham, John. "How our warmer oceans are contributing to climate breakdown." Gale Oppasing
Viewpoints Online Collection, Gale, 2021. Gale In Context: Opposing Viewpoints,
link.gale.com/apps/doc/YIIQZA391145366/0VIC7u=viva2_phccasid=bookmark-OVIC&
Xid=32bf77e7. Accessed 22 June 2021. Originally published as "How our warmer oceans are
contributing to climate breakdown," The Guardian, 28 Sept. 2020.

Disclaimer
Export To: *The RIS file format can be
used with EndNote, ProCite,
Reference Manager, and
\-"J ‘ n L Zotero.
NoodleTools  EasyBib  RefWorks  Google Drive™
Y
M

OneDrive™  Download RIS*

recently released a new edition.

While it might seem at first like Google is quicker, the research databases are specifically
designed to save time; you'll get better sources, and the database tools will take a lot of the
guesswork out of your research.
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