
 Where Are They Now?
Scholarships: Making dreams into realities
For Brian Luckett, 
attending the University  
of Virginia was out of the 
question, until he learned 
about the opportunities at 
Patrick Henry Commu-
nity College. With some 
nudging from family friend 
Kay Pagans, PHCC 
Franklin County Site 
Director, Luckett became 
a Patrick Henry Scholar 
and is now a year away 
from being a UVA grad.
 “It’s like a dream walking on the grounds of the University of Virginia, in Thomas 
Jefferson’s footsteps,” Luckett said, “and it wouldn’t have been possible without PH and the 
Foundation.”
 Luckett always wanted to attend UVA but didn’t think he had the grades to be accepted. 
While he was nearing the end of his time at Franklin County High School, where he 
graduated in 2010, Pagans encouraged him to consider attending PH for two years as a way 
to jump-start his higher education.
 With her urging, Luckett 
applied for the Foundation’s 
Patrick Henry Scholarship, 
was accepted and graduated 
in 2012 with an associate 
degree in general studies. He entered UVA the same year as a third-year student. “It was 
truly a blessing,” he said. “It was only possible because of the Foundation’s scholarship.”
 While in high school, Luckett hosted his own television show on Franklin County’s 
Cable 12, and participated in Skills USA, an organization that partners students, teachers 
and industry leaders to ensure the development of a skilled workforce. He even assisted in 
Charles Poindexter’s campaign for delegate in 2011. While motivated and involved, he still 
felt unprepared for college. 
 But at PH, Luckett explained, he was able to get a taste of what higher education was like, 
           Continued on page 2

Welcome to 
Foundations 

Welcome to Foundations, the newsletter 
that we hope will help us “Give. Grow.  
Make a Difference.” Our aim is for this 
newsletter to inform you of all that the 
Foundation is working on, including 
special events, scholarships and 
initiatives, as well as showcasing the 
alumni and supporters of PHCC.
 This newsletter is just one of the 
many projects the Foundation has in 
the works. A new website, scholarships, 
and community partnerships are some 
of the other initiatives currently 
underway. 
 “These projects that help our 
college grow, along with the scholar-
ships that help fund students’ educa-
tion, are crucial components to our 
community,” said Christopher Parker, 
the Foundation’s new executive 
director. “The success and growth of 
PHCC, coupled with an educated 
workforce, make our community more 
appealing and valuable, and hopefully 
will help attract new business.”
 Please share this newsletter with 
your family, friends and colleagues, and 
get in touch with Jennifer Beeler 
Gravely, the Foundation’s communica-
tions specialist, if you have a story idea 
for the newsletter.
 If you would like to make a  
donation to the Foundation or a 
specific scholarship, please visit 
patrickhenry.edu/donate. 

“I’m so thankful that PH gave me the 
opportunity, and molded me, letting 
me do what I’ve always dreamed of.” 

PHCC alum, Brian Luckett, on the campus of UVA 
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preparing him for what was to come.                              
 “I equate my experience at PH to when you go to a swimming pool,” Luckett explained. “You never just jump right in – you stick your 
toe in and get a feel. PH was that feel of what higher education was. [UVA] would have been a shock without it. I’m so thankful that PH 
gave me the opportunity, and molded me, letting me do what I’ve always dreamed of.”
 Now entering his second and final year at UVA, Luckett is studying politics and government. He is currently putting his education to 
work, working with Franklin County teachers and school board supervisors in the hopes of finding a solution to the budget problems.
 He is also still involved in Skills USA and has become a state officer trainer for students in Virginia. In addition to these activities, Luckett 
works in the UVA football office helping with recruitment. He was recently promoted to lead student and is on a special task force for 
student involvement and game atmosphere, led by Head Coach Mike London.
 Regarding his goals after college, Luckett firmly stated that he wanted to return to this area. “My experiences and opportunities allow me 
to give back. It’s a great honor and privilege,” Luckett said. “I value the people here and value this community. The key is to remember where 
you come from, and to not take it for granted.”

Do you have a story you’d like to share? We’d love to hear from you! Contact 
Jennifer Beeler Gravely at jbgravely@patrickhenry.edu. Include a brief summary 
of how PHCC helped you succeed, and we will get back in touch with you.

Where Are 
You NoW?

 Foundation News
PHCC General Scholarship renamed to honor Kathleen Holt Smith 
 
Patrick Henry still has a special place in the heart of Kathleen Holt Smith, 
former vice president for Institutional Advancement and former executive 
director of the PHCC Foundation. The PHCC General Scholarship Fund that 
she worked to increase while in office has been renamed in her honor – The 
Kathleen Holt Smith General Scholarship.
 “It was a privilege to work in a community that is so supportive,” Smith said 
of her time at PHCC. “People view PH as a beacon of light for the community, 
providing opportunity and hope. I’m very humbled by this recognition and 
hope I can help grow the fund.”
 Smith started her 14-year career at PHCC in 1992 after years of teaching 
English at Roanoke College and Ferrum College. It was at Ferrum where she 
got her first taste of development.
 “I was asked to be the director of programming and fundraising. It’s unlike 
teaching,” she explained, “where the measure of success is not so obvious. It’s more like a coach; it’s a win or a loss. Everyone can count the 
dollars!”
 But this challenge did not defeat her. PHCC President Max Wingett started building an institutional advancement program at the 
college and luckily for the PHCC community, she took advantage of this beginning. “It was the perfect opportunity to build and grow a 
program from the ground floor,” she said. So in 1992 Smith joined the PHCC family.
 Her main goal was to build the endowment, which at the time of her retirement in 2006 had grown from less than $1 million to $10 
million. She also focused much of her time building the PHCC General Scholarship Fund and starting the planned-giving program.
 “It’s about changing lives,” Smith said about the work the Foundation does. “Every student we help is a life forever changed. You can’t put 
a price tag on that.”

If interested in contributing to The Kathleen Holt Smith General Scholarship, please visit patrickhenry.edu/donate.
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2013 Distinguished Alumni Awards
For their achievements and contributions to their careers and communities, these 12 
alumni are well-deserving of this year’s Distinguished Alumni Award.

P. Kenneth Copeland, Jr. earned an 
associate degree in business administra-
tion from PHCC in 1987. He continued 
his education at Averett College, earning 
a bachelor of science in accounting, and 
at Virginia Commonwealth University, 
receiving a master in business adminis-
tration. He currently serves as the vice 
president of administration and finance 
at Longwood University in Farmville.  
He is also a member of collegiate ministries at the Farmville 
Baptist Church.

Brenda Dunwoody graduated from 
PHCC with a paralegal certificate in 
1994, and in 2005 received an associate 
degree in legal assisting. During her time 
at PHCC, she was instrumental in start-
ing the Student Paralegal Association. 
Dunwoody’s husband joined the Army 
shortly after her graduation, placing 
them in many countries abroad. She 
currently serves as a senior paralegal  

specialist for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in Afghanistan. 
Dunwoody is also working on a bachelor of science degree in 
business administration from the University of Maryland. 

Pamela V. Foley received an associ-
ate degree in secretarial science from 
PHCC in 1978. Afterwards, she  
attained a certified professional secretary 
designation, graduated from the Disney 
College of Knowledge and became a 
destination specialist for Australia and 
the South Pacific. She currently serves 
as an incentive travel specialist at Martin 
Travel, and is a member of the Local 
Board of PHCC.

Lee Anne Fuller graduated from PHCC in 2000 with an  
associate degree in general studies and a certificate in book- 
keeping. She has been working as a court management analyst 

with the Supreme Court of Virginia 
since 2006. She is also an active  
volunteer with the Big Brothers, Big 
Sisters program.

April Haynes earned an associate 
degree in general studies from PHCC 
in 1994. She continued her education 
in the Teletechnet Distance Education 
Program offered by Old Dominion  
University, and received her bachelor 

of business management from Averett 
University. Haynes also participated in 
the nonprofit management program at 
Duke University. She is currently the 
director of the Martinsville Area Com-
munity Foundation, and is part of the 
Charity League.

Timothy D. Martin graduated from 
PHCC in 1980 with a certificate in  

  general busi-
ness and an associate degree in busi-
ness management. He continued his 
education at Averett University, earning 
a bachelor of arts in business administra-
tion. Martin is currently the president 
of marketing and sales for Fred Martin 
Associates, is an adjunct professor at 
PHCC and serves on the Foundation’s 
Board of Directors.

Curtis R. Millner is a 2000 graduate 
of PHCC, earning an associate degree in 
industrial technology. Prior to attending 
PHCC, Millner earned his associate and 
bachelor degrees from Columbia Col-
lege in Columbia, Mo. He is currently 
retired from the Army after 23 years of 
service, and now serves as the chairman 
of the Board of Directors for the Fayette 
Area Historical Initiative.

P. Kenneth Copeland, Jr.

Brenda Dunwoody

Pamela V. Foley

Lee Anne Fuller

April Haynes

Timothy D. Martin

Curtis R . Millner
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Visit www.patrickhenry.edu/donate or contact Letitia Pulliam 
at lpulliam@patrickhenry.edu or 276-656-0250 for more information.

Board of Directors
Chairman: Gary W. Collins
Vice Chairman: James L. Beckner, Jr.
Secretary: Pamela J. Allen
Treasurer: J. Smith Chaney, Jr.

Marty Davis
Len Dillon
Margie Eason
Linda Gale
Bill Goad
Angeline Godwin
Ron Haley
Max Hall
Carol Hooker
Bill Kirby

The Patrick Henry Community College Foundation 
is a not-for profit organization that is fiscally and 
organizationally separate from the college. Its goal is 
to enhance community awareness of Patrick Henry 
Community College; to secure contributions, 
bequests and donations; and to account for, manage 
and help appreciate monies or property submitted 
to the Foundation.
 Our goal is to help students gain access to affordable, 
quality education. Help us make that dream a reality 
by contributing to the PHCC Foundation.
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Amy Lampe
Ralph Lawson
Tim Martin
Nancy Moore
James Muehleck
Jason Muehleck
Brian Nichols
Doug Payne
David Purvis
Kimble Reynolds
Carolyn Shough
Paulette Simington
G.B. Washburn, Jr.

Honorary Members
James Ford
Virginia Hamlet

Louise Lester
J.D. Lester
William J. Pannill
Bob Petty
Joe Philpott
Larry Ryder
J. Shelton Scales
Eliza Severt
Max Wingett

Kimberly G. Phillips earned an associ-
ate degree in both education and general 
studies from PHCC in 1993. She then 
attended Radford University where she 
received her bachelor of science degree 
in interdisciplinary studies. Phillips has 
also taken graduate courses from the 
University of Virginia, Radford Univer-
sity and University of Phoenix. She is 
currently a Carver Elementary School 
teacher. 

Bernadette J. Stowe received an associate degree in business 
administration from PHCC in 1993. She continued her educa-

tion at Radford University, earning a 
bachelor degree in business adminis-
tration with a major in accounting. At 
Radford, she earned the Dean’s Award 
for Outstanding Senior across all majors 
in the College of Business and Econom-
ics. She is the vice president of finance 
and human resources for Southwestern 
Virginia Gas Company, and a founder of 
the Community Recovery Program.  

Mark Stroud, Sr. graduated from PHCC in 1993 with an asso-
ciate degree in education and general studies. He currently serves 
as a councilman for the City of Martinsville, and serves on the 
Board of Directors of Piedmont Community Services.

Jackie T. Thornton earned an associ-
ate degree in liberal arts from PHCC 
in 1975. She then attended Virginia 
Commonwealth University, receiving a 
bachelor of science in business adminis-
tration and a master of science. She cur-
rently is the director of human resources 
for Triton Management in Alabama, 
and is on the Virginia Commonwealth 
University Alumni Board.

LaDonna H. Varner graduated from 
PHCC in 1992 with an associate degree 
in liberal arts. She went on to earn a 
bachelor of arts in English from James 
Madison University, followed by a 
master of arts in teaching from Hollins 
University in. In 2011 she received a  
National 
Board  
Certification 

in Teaching. She is currently a high 
school English teacher at Bassett High 
School as well as a dual enrollment  
instructor with PHCC and a Long-
wood Instructor with NCI. She has  
received the Academic Excellence 
Award nine times.
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