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Patrick Henry Community College is 

accredited by the Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools Commission on 

Colleges (SACSCOC) (1866 Southern 

Lane, Decatur, Georgia, telephone 

number 404-679-4501) to award the 

associate degree.   

 

Patrick Henry Community College does 

not discriminate on the basis of race, 

color, national origin, sex, or disability in 

its programs and activities.  The following 

person has been designated to handle 

inquiries regarding the non-discrimination 

policy: Affirmative Action Coordinator, 

Francis T. West Hall, room 148, (276) 

656-0214.  

Purpose: 
This program is designed to provide skills 
and knowledge to prepare the student to 
apply and take the Virginia NNAAP (National 
Nurse Aide Assessment Program Test) to 
become a Certified Nurse Aide (CNA) in 
Virginia. 

Occupational Objectives: 
Employment opportunities for the certified 
nurse aide (CNA) include positions primarily 
found in long-term care facilities and 
hospitals.    
Duties: 
CNA's or personal care assistants (PCA’s), 
provide basic care and help with activities of 
daily living.  They typically do the following: 

 Clean and bathe patients or 
residents 

 Help patients use the toilet and dress 

 Turn, reposition, and transfer 
patients between beds and 
wheelchairs 

 Listen  to patients and report 
pertinent patient information to 
supervising nurses 

 Measure patients’ vital signs, such 
as blood pressure and temperature 

 Serve meals and assist patients as 
needed 

In long-term care facilities, CNA's are usually 
the principal caregivers and tend to develop 
close relationships with their patients. 
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Career Studies Certificate 
 Career Studies Certificate programs are for 

students who seek post-secondary career 
programs of study that are less than the 
conventional one or two-year programs. The 
Career Studies Certificate program is a 
response to the needs of many adults within 
PHCC’s service region and is intended to 
represent the minimum amount of college 
course- work needed in these fields of study. 
A GED or graduation from high school is not 
required for this program, but is required to be 
eligible for financial aid.  

 In order to receive a career studies certificate 
in Nurse Aide Training from PHCC, the 
student must complete all of the courses 
listed below: 
 

 HCT 101   Health Care Technician I  
                 (4 credits) 

 HCT 102   Health Care Technician II  
                 (4 credits) 

 HLT 100   First Aid/CPR (3 credits) 

 HCT 110   Therapeutic Communications  
                 (3 credits) 

 ITE 101    Intro to Microcomputers  
                 (2 credits) 

 SDV 108   College Survival Skills  
                 (1 credit) 
 

  

A student may choose to take only HCT 101 
and HCT 102.  The student will be eligible to 
take the Virginia State Board of Nursing 
Nurse Aide Certification exam to become a 
certified nurse aide (CNA) but will not 
graduate and receive a career studies from 
PHCC. 

Important Qualities 
 Communication skills.  CNA's must 

be able to communicate effectively to 
address patients’ or residents’ 
concerns.  They also need to relay 
important information to other 
healthcare workers. 

 Compassion.  CNA's provide care for 
the sick, insured, and elderly.  Doing 
so requires a compassionate and 
empathetic attitude. 

 Patience.  The routine tasks of 
cleaning, feeding, and bathing patients 
or residents can be stressful.  CNA's 
must be patient to provide quality 
care. 

 Professionalism.  The CNA needs to 
demonstrate honesty, responsibility, a 
belief in the human dignity and 
equality of all patients.  They should 
also possess a desire to prevent and 
alleviate suffering for their patients. 

Job Outlook 
Employment of CNA's is projected to grow 

21% from 2012 to 2022, faster than the 

average for all occupations.   

As the baby-boom population ages, many 

CNA's will be needed to care for elderly 

patients in long-term care facilities.  In 

addition, growing rates of several chronic 

conditions and of dementia will lead to 

increased demand for patient care. 

Job prospects for nurse aides who have 

completed a state-approved education 

program and passed their state’s 

competency exam to become certified 

should be very good, particularly in home 

health care services and community based 

care settings. 

. *Information obtained from the Bureau of Labor 

Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor, 

Occupational Outlook Handbook 2014-15 

Edition 

Contact for more information: 
Amy Webster, Program Head for 

Nursing & Health Sciences 
(276) 656-0297 or  

awebster@patrickhenry.edu 
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