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Most Influential Person

Have you ever wondered what you would do when you felt like the whole world is falling around you? I can remember this feeling vividly as if it was yesterday. I felt like I had no place to turn to or no where to go. Disheartened is how I would describe what I was going on inside me. It all started January 25, 2008, when I lost my job. There were many challenges I faced along the way, such as being unable to find work as well as my own inner struggles. Through it all, I found to my surprise, I was not alone.

I searched for many months to find work with my confidence dwindling daily with each “Not Hiring” I would hear. I was ashamed to face my family. I vaguely remember my wife saying “it will be all right.” Each day became harder to face knowing most likely I would hear the same answer. Again my wife would state “something will turn up.”

I began thinking to myself that maybe college was a possibility. The old feeling of failure came crashing down on me. Struggling just to get through high school and feeling like I could not do any better made me think that a higher education could not be fulfilled. I voiced my desire of college to my wife one day out of the blue. The next thing I knew, she had gone over to the college and presented me with some college material she had obtained.


I remember when she handed me the college information; a heavy blanket of fear covered me.  She must have seen the look on my face, because she immediately told me that “that was then and this is now.” After a very encouraging pep talk and much persuasion, I decided to fill out my application, and then I took the compass test to enter college. I am happy to say that I have been attending college since May 2008.


Sometimes we tend to over look the most influential person in our lives. My wife Tina has become this person to me. Tina has the desire and compassion to encourage me daily. Tina has been with me through sickness, surgery, and the devastation I encountered just two weeks before final exams in December 2008, the death of my mother. That’s when I felt like I could not accomplish what I started in May. Through this very trying time, Tina was encouraging me all the way saying “You will pass your classes.” After the final exam was taken, all my classes were passed. Tina’s philosophy is to never give up and to do for others the best she can. Tina has shown me to face my fears and know that I can succeed.
